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YOUR MISSION, RANGER:

THE PUDDLE DETECTIVE

Lesson 5 - Catch the water cycle in action — in your own back garden.

GEAR YOU NEED

e A shallow dish or bowl

o Water + a sunny window sill

e Chalk or marker

e A clear jar with a lid (for bonus)

HOW TO COMPLETE THE MISSION

Fill a shallow dish with 2cm of water.

Mark the water level with a line on the outside of the dish.
Place it in direct sunlight for 3 hours.

Come back and mark the NEW water level.

Where did the water go? (Hint: up into the sky!)
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Draw the water cycle arrow from dish - sky in your field notes.

RANGER TIP

That disappearing water is called EVAPORATION — the first step
of the water cycle. The sun is an invisible pump lifting water
up into the atmosphere every single day.

BONUS CHALLENGE

Put a lid on a jar with a little water inside. Leave it in
the sun. Watch water droplets form on the lid — that's
CONDENSATION. You just made clouds in a jar!
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