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A comprehensive introduction to Field Guiding. This 8-week online course covers all 17 
FGASA Apprentice Guide modules, including theory reviews, workbook support and theory 
assessments. EcoTraining’s experienced instructors deliver the programme via live 
interactive lectures, which include videos, graphics and quizzes. The syllabus covers a broad 
spectrum of subjects including ecology, animal behaviour, conservation management and 
more. 
 
Founded in 1993, EcoTraining is the original Field Guide training institute in southern Africa.  
 
Online participants will receive lectures from a diverse range of specialist instructors,  
which will include. 

• In-depth coverage of the specific module 
• Theory reviews 
• Live Q&A with the lecturer and other participants 
• Workbook support 
• Quizzes 

 
Lectures will range between an hour and two hours, with a live Q&A to follow each lecture. 
Workbook support & theory reviews to be scheduled after each lecture. 
 
Although this course forms the foundation for field guiding career (and many other wildlife 
orientated careers), it is equally suitable for those simply wanting to deepen their bush 
knowledge and skills.  
 
Upon successful completion of the online component, participants will have the option to 
gain practical experience at one of EcoTraining’s wilderness camps, at a discounted rate.  
 
 
 
The course comprises three-weekly live sessions from expert Instructors covering all the 
modules that form part of the Field Guide syllabus - within 8 weeks from the start date.  
 
A detailed course schedule will be sent to all course participants upon registration. 
 
 
 

1. EcoTraining Certificate of Participation on the eLearning course 
2. Recognition of completed FGASA Nature Site Guide NQF2 theory component. 
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For the online Field Guide course, EcoTraining will register students with FGASA. Students 
need not arrange this themselves before joining the online course.  
 
After successful completion of the online course and theory exam, students will have 
achieved the FGASA theory component of the Nature Site Guide (NQF2) 
course. Participants will have the opportunity to write FGASA theory 
exams online. Note: The pass mark for the FGASA theory exam is 75%. 
 
To be seen as legal certified guide in South Africa, it is compulsory to  
finish a FGASA Theoretical Workbook and complete a practical 
assessment. 
 
 
 
Entry level requirements: 
• The learner needs to be able to communicate effectively in spoken and written English. 
• Participants need to be older than 18 years.  
*First Aid course – this must preferably be done before enrolling on the practical 
component of the course, but you can also do it after the course. This can be done at any 
accredited institution in any country. First Aid is generic worldwide. 
 
FGASA will only issue your FGASA Nature Site Guide certificate if you have a valid first 
aid qualification and have successfully completed the 35-day practical component! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION AND ACCREDITATION 

PREREQUISITES FOR PARTICIPANTS SEEKING ACCREDITATION 



4 
 

 
 
2025 rate per person  : R 10, 440.00* (online only) 
2026 rate per person  : R 10, 440.00* (online only) 
*The fee for the online course is not refundable.  
 
RATES INCLUDE: 

• Live lectures 
• Theory Reviews 
• Assessments 
• Q&A sessions 

• FGASA registration, examination, 
training manuals and workbooks  

• Workbook support

RATES EXCLUDE: 
• NDT (formerly known as DEAT) 

registration. 
• 35-day Practical component 

  
OPTIONAL Practical Component: 
To complete the full FGASA Apprentice Guide qualification, you can sign up for the 35-day 
practical component of the course. Contact our Enquiries department for more 
information about the Practical section of the course at enquiries@ecotraining.co.za. 
If you are thinking of enrolling for the EcoTraining Field Guide course, we highly 
recommend you buy the ‘Your Guide to Guide’ – eBook. The authors put all their 
knowledge and their passion into this project to help future students to become better field 
guides and have more time to reconnect with nature while on the course. This eBook was 
made to lead you through this challenge, supporting you with exactly what you need 
before & during the course. You can order your copy from the Digistore here. 
 
 
 

2025 DATES 2026 DATES 
22 January - 14 March  
23 July - 12 September 

21 January - 13 June  
22 July - 11 September  

 
*Please note: Registration for each course strictly closes 5 business days before the start 
of the course – no bookings will be accepted after the cut-off date to ensure the timeous 
processing of FGASA registration and receiving of Digital FGASA Manuals and workbook 
prior to the start of the course. 
 
For all other online course dates, click here to view our course calendar.  
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• A registration / booking email will be sent to you from our Enquiries department. 
These forms need to be completed, signed and returned to us (by email) within 7 
days. Alternatively, you can book directly online at www.ecotrainingonline.co.za.   

• Full payment is required to confirm your place on the online sessions – the fee is 
non-refundable 

• Quoted rates are valid for 30 days from date of enquiry. Subject to change after 30 
days. 

• Invoices will be issued on request only. 
• Further information will follow from our eLearning department.  
• The responsibility remains with the traveller to ensure they are fully aware of 

the most current immigration laws and visa requirements of the country / 
countries they intend visiting. EcoTraining cannot assist in this regard. Please 
will you contact your preferred travel professional for further advice. 

 

BOOKING PROCESS 

http://www.ecotrainingonline.co.za/

